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From the Acting Chairman 
Anne de Potier 


| very much regret the recent decision of our former chairman, Pam Crowe, to stand down from 
the committee. She made a huge contribution to the Friends cause: spearheading the relaunch, 
leading us all as we grew in numbers and influence, guiding the committee, taking us through 
annual meetings, presiding at events and keeping going at personally difficult times. The 
President and all the Committee are extremely grateful to her for all this. I have agreed to stand 
in as Acting Chairman until our next Annual General Meeting in about a year's time. Pam left the 
following note for this newsletter which helpfully sums up our activity since the February 
newsletter: 





"On your behalf, we have recently purchased the British Association of Friends of Museums 
equipment to provide a digital visitor information screen 

for the reception area which can be dynamically updated As a Friend of Fishbourne Roman Palace you are a 
from a dedicated computer in the office. The screen will member of the South-East (Western) Area of 


be set in an information board and will be operational as BAfM and are entitled to attend their 
soon as the structure has been completed. We have also 
agreed to provide money towards upgrading the Garden 
Museum. Our contribution will enable the faded graphic 
tl ls to b laced with ly-designed text 
eyonae ee September will be hosted by the Friends of the 
and images making the story they tell more accessible to ) h ) 

all visitors. We shall also provide a new external sign of NOVOL IMENTS QUIS NEVET EN ES SIS an 
welcome to the Garden Museum.* As always, our Southsea, Portsmouth. The focus of the day will 
donations will be visibly acknowledged in situ. So that is be ‘the role of the Friends in the 21st century’. 
what we have been using the Friends funds for recently. 


conferences. 


The Area Conference for 2012 on Monday, 10th 


The Annual Conference will be held at 


"Now it is time to refill the coffers. The Committee Eastbourne, East Sussex, from 28-30 September. 
appreciates the generosity of the membership but, in these 

hard times, we would be remiss if we didn't look at other Further details and costs can be obtained from 
sources of income. More fundraising events open to the the BAfM website www.bafm.org.uk or by 
general public are on the agenda. There will, of course, contacting our Area Co-ordinator, Sue Hall on 
continue to be a varied programme of social events 01489 894 412. 





exclusively for Friends and their own guests. We are also 
investigating the possibility of becoming a ‘small charity' 
which would enable us to participate in the Gift Aid scheme and would, hopefully, encourage an increase in 
membership numbers and in donations generally. There remains work to be done before we are in a position to 
ask for Friends to endorse such a step and I will keep you informed of developments as we proceed." 


*Friends familiar with the Garden Museum will be reassured to know that the Director has no plans to make the 
Italian immigrant gardener redundant! 


The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Roman Way, Salthill Road, Fishbourne, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 3QR 


fishbournefriends @ googlemail.com 





Return to Leptis Magna 


On 21 April a numerous audience was again attracted to the second part of our former chairman Pam Crowe’s 
richly-illustrated talk on the Libyan site of Leptis Magna, some 128 km east of the capital, Tripoli. In part 1, given 
earlier this year, (and reported in our February newsletter), Pam had covered the buildings dating from the time 
of the Emperor Lucius Septimius Severus (193-211 AD), himself a member of a distinguished family from Leptis, 
through the early Christian period. 

Starting where the previous talk had ended Pam described her walk round the 
earlier buildings: the Augustan forum constructed over the Phoenician emporium; 
the temple of Serapis, whose cult centred on Alexandria, with all its inscriptions in 
Greek; and the market, built in 9-8 BC and partly restored in AD 1, with carvings of 
merchant ships with their masts, sails and even cargo. Then on to a small temple to 
the Augustan emperors, the portico behind the theatre, the auditorium and the 
impressive stage. We saw the amphitheatre which survives from the time of Nero 
(54 to 68 AD) and the circus 2 km further on, then the east mole with the remains of 
the control tower which housed the semaphore. 


Pam commented that most of the 
statues and artefacts recovered at 
Leptis Magna are in the Tripoli 
museum; not much remains at the 
site itself. She described large columns and other fragments 
lying on the shore laid out for shipment abroad. Various remains 
have been removed from the site over the last 200 years and 
can be seen in Malta, the Louvre and the palace of Versailles, 
while part of an ancient temple stands in Windsor Great Park. 
Even for those who have no opportunity to visit Leptis Magna, 
Pam’s talks will have inspired the audience towards further 
reading and research. We are hugely grateful for the amount of work Pam put in to create and deliver both these 
talks. As before, the talk was followed by tea, coffee and a selection of tasty cakes (thank you, Mavis Lockton), 
giving the audience a welcome opportunity to meet and chat. 





“When I retired from the committee of FFRP I said 
Jill’s Open Garden that I would do one last thing for them - open my 
garden in May 2012. Why May? Well that’s when the 
tall bearded iris are in bloom. My late husband 
Colin, had two main hobbies archaeology and 
growing bearded iris. When there was a choice of 
digging in the garden or going on an archaeological 
dig, archaeology always won ! Thus on Saturday 
May 12th 54 people came to my garden to view the 
iris and to enjoy the sunshine whilst supporting 
FFRP. Tea and cakes were on sale as well as plants 
and crafts. There was also a raffle to attract the 
visitors with some prizes which had been generously 
donated. At the end of the weekend we had made a 
total of £370 for FFRP - this included donations from 
people who missed the event but wanted to make a 
contribution. 





“IT am delighted that this event was such a financial 
success and would like to thank all those Friends 
who came to help or support us that day. I hope this 
might inspire other Friends to have a money-making 
event for FFRP.”’ 


With typical generosity Jill Christison offered to 
open her splendid garden at Mill House, Chichester, 
to the public in order to raise funds for the Friends. 
Jill reports: 





The Friends committee join in thanking Jill and 
congratulating her on the excellent result. We all 
hope it will not be Jill’s last contribution! 


News from the Palace 
Jaane Rowehl 


New Head of Learning for 
Fishbourne Roman Palace 





Saying goodbye is always hard... 


There are few members of 
the team who have 
experienced the highs and 
the lows at Fishbourne 
Roman Palace quite like 
our tireless Head of 
Learning, Suzanne Evans. 
She has been 
instrumental in making our 
education programme the award-winning success it 
is today and has taken on countless challenges to 
help visitors fall in love with this site. She has been a 
great champion for the Palace and for our visitors. 
However, after being part of the team for 18 years 
Suzanne has now decided it is time for her to move 
on. She says “I appreciate the opportunities | have 
been given at Fishbourne Roman Palace over the 
past 18 years. | wish the whole organization the best 
of success for the future”. She will be greatly missed 
and we all are very grateful for the hard work and 
determination which she invested in this wonderful 
place. 





... but we look forward to welcoming a new member 
of the team. 


Succeeding Suzanne as 
our new Head of Learning 
will be Katrina Burton, 
who stood out as the best 
candidate from our many 
applicants earlier this 
year. Katrina is leaving her 
current position as 
Audience Development 
Officer for Tunbridge 
Wells Museum to join the 
team. Her first day with us 
will be on Monday, 11th 
June. 





Working with Sustrans and our local 
community to reroute the Palace cyclepath 


Anti-social behaviour, such as littering and petty 
vandalism, has plagued the site for years. Now, the 
Palace is working with Fishbourne Parish Council to 
find a long-term solution to the security issues. 

The key problem in terms of security is the current 
route of the public cycle path which dissects our 
land offering easy access into the site all through the 
night. 

We have installed lighting, used special paint on 
our roofs, changed the outside furniture, all to 
dissuade people from causing damage, yet as long as 
access is so easy and convenient we will continue to 
face mounting bills for repairs and replacements. At 
a time where money is in short supply, these are 
costs that directly affect our ability to operate. 

Explaining the situation to our Parish Council at 
their last AGM, | highlighted the need to re-route the 
cyclepath to the outer boundary of the site together 
with some substantial security improvements. The 
sad alternative would have to be that the path is 
shut, something that we are legally at rights to do as 
access is only by our expressed permission. The 
Councillors present showed they understood the 
difficult situation we are in, and that they would 
hope to support us in our plans to find a long-term 
solution. 

Discussions will continue. Sustrans, our partners 
who initially constructed the path, are offering to 
help with the application for planning permission 
and we are looking to our local contacts in the 
councils to help us find the necessary 
resources. 





> FRIENDS OF FISHBOURNE ROMAN PALACE — 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Numbers are encouraging so far, but new bookings are welcome! 


21* July 2012 - Roman Pottery Production in Lincolnshire. Speaker: Ian Rowlandson. 


A freelance ceramicist specialising in Roman and Iron Age pottery, Ian has previously worked as a Community 
Archaeologist, and managed urban and rural excavation projects. 


The Rudkin Room. 2pm. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served after the talk. 


Cost - Members: £6.00 
Guests: £8.00 


Last date for booking: 7" July 2012. 


18 August 2012 — visit to The Ancient Technology Centre, Damerham Road, Cranborne, Dorset, BH21 
SRP. http://www.ancienttechnologycentre.co.uk 


** Ry] details now available** 


A chance to see six several full-sized reconstructions of ancient buildings, built using traditional methods and 
materials. See www.atc 


Starting at 10.30am, a guided tour, taking in demonstrations of ancient crafts along the way, followed by a talk in 
the longhouse. Light refreshments will be served after the tour. 


Cost - Members: £7.00 
Guests: £9.00 


Last date for booking: 4" August 2012. 


1*' September 2012 — Recording the Roman Mosaics of Britain. Speaker: Dr Stephen Cosh. 


Stephen, together with his colleague David Neal, has created the first complete corpus of the Roman mosaics of 
Britain, an astounding feat. There will be special emphasis on the mosaics of Fishbourne. 


The Rudkin Room. 2pm. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served after the talk. 


Cost - Members: £8.00 
Guests: £10.00 


Last date for booking: 16" August 2012. 
6 October 2012 - Iron Age Memory versus Roman Metaphor; re-reading the material culture of the 
Chichester/Fishbourne area. Speaker: Gordon Hayden. 
Not the story of Chichester/Fishbourne but how material culture may have been used to convey a story. 
The Rudkin Room. 2pm. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served after the talk. 


Cost - Members: £6.00 
Guests: £8.00 


Last date for booking: 24" September 2012. 
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